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Listen: Hearing That Small, Still Voice and Finding Your Own 
 by Rev. Trina Bose North 

 

In December a team from our church went on a mission trip to Sunflower, Mississippi. 
We landed in a small town of about 1,000 people. There was a quaint little main street 
with a post office, bank and a hopping liquor store. The town of Sunflower was 
surrounded by fields. It was cold when we were there. A few days of our stay, we didn’t 
even see the sun. The median income for a household was about $25,000 (Sunflower 
County, Wikipedia). This is one of the poorest counties, in one of the poorest state of 
our country.  
 

One striking thing about our time in Sunflower was the lack of cell service. None of us 
had reception in town. For four days, our team put down our phones and focused on our task. We were there to help a family. 
We worked outside and inside. We got to know the family who owned the house. We hung wood, nailed shingles, and painted 
together. All without the distraction of phones ringing, emails chiming, and texts calling! The break from technology was a gift. 
It enabled us to live more in the present moment and focus on all that was at hand.  
 

It is hard for us to quiet the world around us, especially with our cell phones always near by. But maybe if we can find our own 
way to lessen the distractions of our lives, we can better focus on the people in front of us. We might live into the peace we 
desire. And we might stumble into the presence of God, when we least expect it! Throughout Lent, we will be slowing down 
to sit in the presence of God. May we learn to lessen the noise around us and find the still, small voice of God. 

 Lenten Bible Study 

Dr. Sharon Betsworth is a professor of religion and is the Director of the Wimberly School of Religion at Oklahoma City University. 
Her focus is New Testament studies, and her favorite topic is children in the Bible. We are lucky to have her teach this topic to us 
throughout Lent. Join us each Wednesday evening from 6:30- 7:15 p.m. for a time to stretch our minds, as well as our hearts. 
Sharon and her husband, Tom Devine, have been attending the 8:30 service for a while now.  
 

Sharon writes:  Let the Little Children Come to Me: Children in the Gospel of Mark 
Many of us are familiar with the stories of the children coming to Jesus and childhood songs like “Jesus 
loves me,” but what do we actually find in the Gospels about children? What was the life of children like 
in the time of Jesus? This Bible study will explore the stories about children in the Gospel of Mark and 
discover what these stories can say for our faith life today. 
 

2/21  Session 1 –  Mark 5:21-42: The Daughter of Jairus 
2/28  Session 2 –  Mark 6:14-29: The Daughter of Herodias 
3/7   Session 3 –  Mark 7:24-30: The Daughter of the Syrophonecian Woman 
3/14  Session 4 –  Mark 9:14-29: The Son of a Faithful Father 
3/21  Session 5 – Mark 9:33-37 & 10:13-16: Jesus and the Little Children 

https://www.okcu.edu/directory/sharon-betsworth
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 Upcoming Events  

February 4 Souper Bowl Sunday Luncheon at noon 
Sunday  Dessert is Girl Scout Cookies,  
   sold by our troop 
 Trustees Meeting, 12:30 pm 
 

February 11 Pictorial Directory Retakes 
Sunday  Before and after 11:00 a.m. service 
 

February 14 Ladies’ Day Out, 11:00 am 
Wednesday Ash Wednesday, 6:00 pm 
 

February 18  Bring secondhand jeans and kitchen 
Sunday  items for Skyline 
 Youth Mission Activity. Noon-2 pm 
 

February 19  Supper Club, 6:30 pm 
Monday 
 

February 21  Wednesday Bible Study, 6:30 pm 
Wednesday  Each Wednesday during Lent 
 

March 14 Ladies’ Day Out, 11:00 am 
Wednesday 
 

March 18 Please bring Easter candy, empty 
Sunday  water bottles, and laundry detergent. 
 Youth Church Activity, 2:00 pm 
 

March 29  Maundy Thursday Worship, 6:30 pm 
 
 
 

Pictorial Directory 

March 18 – Sunday 
Our children are collecting disposable water 
bottles and laundry detergent. They will pour the 
detergent into the smaller containers as it’s cost 
effective and easy for Skyline to distribute. Please 
bring your donations by March 18th.  
Collecting: empty water bottles (dry with lids), 

large boxes of powered laundry detergent 
(any brand). 

 

The Easter Bunny needs some help filling about a 
thousand eggs! Can you bring candy for us to fill 
our eggs? Any kind will do, just small enough to fit  
 in a plastic egg. Please bring candy by  
 March 18th. 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

February 11 – Sunday 
Church Photo Directory —  
We will be doing the pictorial  
directory retakes and would like  
to snap your picture for a Church Directory. 
Please, stay during the Sunday School hour or 
after the 11am service to get your picture 
taken. Sidney Jones, our photographer, will 
use all donations for a mission trip to Germany 
with SNU. Thank you! 

Secondhand Jeans… 

February 18 - Sunday 
As we focus on clearing the chaos and clutter from our lives, 
a helpful and symbolic way we will do that is by collecting 
secondhand jeans and kitchen items for Skyline Urban 
Ministries. Jeans are popular and in short supply. And with 
the kitchen items, we would like to put together “New Home 
Boxes” for Skyline to give out with utensils, pots/pans, and 
other things for a kitchen.  
 

Please bring your donations to worship on  
February 18th. 

Children’s Outreach Activity 

Calling All History Buffs 

Volunteer in the CHUM Archives! –  
Tuesdays at 4:30pm. 

Coming in April 

April 1 Easter, Egg Hunt at Noon 
April 14 Church Work Day (with OU) 
 

Wednesdays Tai Chi Classes will be offered, at 6:30 p.m. 
Consider joining for 6 weeks, April 4 - May 8. 
Tom Devine is a trained instructor. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF2466nPHYAhVP6WMKHXMdDvgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/water-bottle-clipart&psig=AOvVaw1ItJDnyticWbsqvXLqjgwW&ust=1516904683842197
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGqdbH9vPYAhVO5WMKHZChBKwQjRwIBw&url=http://laoblogger.com/archives-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3PLrgDcfqH_qBimEcvX-hV&ust=1516997580821264
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Monthly Missions 

 

In January we had the first meeting of our new single-board structure. The Ministry Resource Team met to discuss the issues 
relating to the whole church by ways of Finance, Trustees, and Staff/ Parish Relations. Julie Williams is the Ministry Resource 
Team chair, if you have any questions, please be in touch with her or any of the members.  
 

Our church has some major thank yous to acknowledge. Colleen Bickett, the chair of Finance, and Jared Pickens, the chair of 
Trustees, have recently stepped down as chairs. They each served the church well in their areas.  
 

Colleen has been a part of Finance for the church for many years. In her tenure as chair, she has led the Committee deftly. Her 
attention to detail, understanding of the big picture, and her sensitivity to the giver and the gift has been unmatched. Lee Endicott 
is now the chair of Finance. We are grateful to him for stepping up, and we know he is up to the task! 
 

Jared worked hard at reorganizing the Trustee Committee. Under his leadership, each member was given specific areas of 
responsibility. A lot was accomplished in his years as chair, and we are very grateful for Jared’s vision and business sense as he 
served the Trustees. Lane Neal is taking over as the new chair of Trustees and has already hit the ground running!  

 

The first item of concern for the Trustees is the sanctuary heating system. For those of you who were present at worship on 
December 31, 2017, you know we worshipped with no heat. It was about 15 degrees outside and 40 degrees inside! Thanks to 
Jim Hayes and company for patching our units back together for the short-term, but the Trustees are busy researching the best 
way forward for our church. 

Ministry Resource Team - 2018 

Trustees Jared Pickens 2018 
 Mary Brooks 2019 
 Lane Neal 2020 
 

Finance Robert Hicks 2018 
 Bill McKnight 2019 
 Lee Endicott 2020 
 

SPRC Nancy Anthony 2018 
 Sue Brown 2019 
 Jay Acquaviva 2020 
 

Church Janet Basler 2018 
 Spencer Kusi 2019 
 Julie Williams 2020 

 

Our Church would like to create monthly missions for the 
congregation. Trina is looking for a team who can find places for us 
to volunteer around town. If you have an interest in planning missions 
or have connections to a non-profit where we can volunteer, please 
talk to Trina.  

Some ideas: Skyline Urban Ministry, Putnam Heights Elementary 
School, The Boys and Girls Club, The Food Bank… What else? 

12-31-17 “This hardy church worshipped on the coldest day of the year 
WITHOUT heat! But our hearts were warmed with stories from the Mission 
Trip.” Facebook 
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Arts Academy Returns 
by Janet Basler 

 After a long Christmas Break the Arts Academy is back with hard working teachers and students. The pianos are making music, the violin and 
guitars are softly sending tunes through the hallway, singers are learning songs and creating dances to match, and one drummer is putting 
more and more rhythms together. Sculptors are glazing what they made during the first semester - coil pots, small animals, and fancy discs.  
Knitters and crocheters are watching beautiful scarfs and hats take shape. One loom knitter celebrated mightily after figuring out by herself 
how to repair a large hole and yarn mass in her creation. Smiles are abundant when the snacks come out each evening, and all listen and 
participate in the Bible story/devotion together. Even the transportation and traffic jams outside when heading home are going smoother.  It 
is a true joy to be a part of this ministry with children and teen musicians and artists each Wednesday evening.

Lenten Sunday School Series –  
The Death Penalty 
 

During Lent, the Pyramid Class 
will be exploring the death 
penalty, both from a theological 
and public policy perspective.  
Our discussions will be guided 
by reading "Change of Heart" 
by Jeanne Bishop.  All are 
welcome to join us Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 am beginning 
Sunday, Feb. 18. Contact 
Elizabeth if you would like a 
book ($11).

Lenten Sunday School Series 

Whiz Kids Questions 
by Janet Basler 

What would you do if a kid asked you, in front of a lot of other kids, "Can you really see God?", or "Was Jesus black?"  Joy Robison 
got the opportunity to face those questions head on last week at the Whiz Kids Club time.   
 

She was talking about the Beatitudes, or ‘What our attitudes should be’, according to Joy. When she told them, 'Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see God', a little hand went up. "Can you really see God?"  Joy didn't flinch, she said that people may 
'see God' in different ways - dreams, in nature - not necessarily in person. Then she stopped and put her hand on the table rather  

forcefully and stated, 'But I would never tell you that you can't see God 
in person. God can do anything!' To which all the kids said, “Yeah”.  Joy 
fielded the color-of-Jesus question by saying that people where Jesus 
lived generally have darker skin than mine, so probably.   

 

Our Whiz Kids get more than a mentor/tutor to care about them -there 
is one for each of our kids.  They get more than a wonderful snack after 
school each Thursday - Charlene and Tom make sure of that.  They also 
get to hear Bible stories in exciting ways, and they get to ask the questions 
they have about those stories. Then they get calm, honest, faith-filled 
answers from Joy.  They also get to sing her favorite song each week - 
"I've got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy down in my heart." And they really do! 

Movie Night – December & January 

In honor of the winter Olympics, this February CHUM Movie Night 
ventures onto: 

THIN ICE (1937) 
starring Tyrone Power and 

Sonja Henie (3-time gold medal figure skater) 
Saturday, February 10 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Then in March, we'll enjoy some royal romance with: 
HER HIGHNESS AND THE BELLBOY (1945) 

starring Hedy Lamarr, Robert Walker and June Allyson 
Saturday, March 10 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Appropriate for ages 8+.  Drinks and popcorn provided. Other pot-
luck movie snacks are welcome.  RSVPs helpful but not required. 

Whiz Kids Christmas Dinner 



 Christmas Eve Worship Service  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 December 10 
 Children’s Church  
 Christmas Program 
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December Highlights 

Right after Christmas, Crown Heights UMC sent 11 people to Sunflower, MS to work on a home through a ministry called 
Delta Grace. The work project included repair of siding, soffits and fascia; replacement of attic vents and installation of roof 
turbines; painting of outside wood and inside painting of living room and hallway; replacement of door and installation of door 
locks on all doors. We had the resources to complete several additional tasks at the work site. After covering all expenses for 
the team, additional money was given to Delta Grace. The closing worship and meal with the family/homeowner was a highlight 
of mission that touched our hearts. 
 

All the members of the team contributed significantly by their positive attitude, their working together, and their commitment 
of their knowledge and skills to the tasks. The energy and enthusiasm for the mission was enhanced by the multigenerational 
make up and the range of experiences each member brought to the mission. 
 

The team gave a report to congregation on December 31 during worship. We showed a slide show and gave personal 
testimonies. Crown Heights UMC has a rich history of missional engagement, and this current mission builds on that 
foundation. Our hope is for the energy and enthusiasm of this team to continue to grow Crown Heights UMC to be in mission 
in the world. 

Mission to Delta Grace, Sunflower, MS – Dec. 26-30, 2017    by Reese Todd 

 

Left:  closing 
worship with 
our family 
 

Right:  the team 
with all our 
cards from the 
church  



Office Hours: Mon-Wed-Fri mornings 
  Tues - Thurs afternoons 
Facebook:  Crown Heights United Methodist Church 
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January 14, 2018 – Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 
We celebrated the baptism of three babies. 

 

We pray the Holy Spirit work within you, 
that being born through water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Baptism Celebrations 


